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TOXIC WASTE: A SPICIAL REPORT

How Big Is Vermont’s Toxic Waste

~% =, (Continued trom Page One) .*

veported. It is possible that these “sites
could go undetected for years, he says.”
" As 18 the case nationally, there may also
be amall and large factories and landfllls
statewide that closed years ago, with 0o
one left to tell what was dumped and where. .
Thus, any synopsis of industries and
- landfills posing hazardous waste prodlems
tor Vermont is based on information from’
those companies reporting to the agency or.
that bave come under investigation. *. *
Taking that into consideration, this is &
synopsis of those sites (exclusive of the
Btaco Inc. thermomefer plant in Poultney
which s dealt ' with In' more "detail
elsewhore) which have been Identified as
potentialor actual hazardous waste.pro-
plemsinVermont: - v .y
. CORP., WILLIAMSTOWN:'
‘Im 1980, chemically contaminated:
wastowater from Interstate Uniform Ser-
_vice, an industrial dry<cleanlng plant later -
.renamed the Unificst Corp., leaked onto-
1and pear the town's elementary achool, -
‘causing the eventual evacuation of ' two
familles llving in nearby hames. Tests of
the municipal water supply showed high*
levels of dangerous chemicais and Ut was’
determined that the water supply would .
havetobereplaced.” . - ', .Ul
i Unifirst--and others -also’ had dumped..
ihazardous wastes In the town’s Landtill over.
; the years. B P
{7 At a meeting called to discuss the water.
.problem, resident Raymond Duit, a father ;
: of five, sald he feared weils on his properiy -
‘were polluted. He had expressed his con-.

| “cern to stata oificlals previoualy, but bad-

,meuammmmww‘gwg
- State tests showed the weils were. con-
:taminated .with. trichloroethylens,-
‘tetrachloroethylene, and 1,3
-dichloroethane, all suspected carcinogans.:
The wells were immodiately shut down. ; -

-the achool and the alr inside and outside the’
school contained - fluctuating Levels“ of .
pollutants. Unifirst, located in the middie of-
the contaminated area, 'was considered the

* plant to the (own 1and{l}] and sites in Plain
tield and Randolph where sludge {rom the -
_ptant had boen dumped. Later tests showsd,

" that the Great Brook, which flows into the

- Winooakt River and has a trout (arm on its'
banks, contained 14. ‘parts -per - billian -

_‘ietrachlorethylene, . " - - il
. Unfirst has since closed its dry cleaning -

| operation in Wililamstows .and there are
severa) ' iawsults ‘pending. Dirt- from. 8

".billside:hehind the plaat where chemical

* | sludge had besn buried was removed and

- . Purther Investigation showed - brook:
sear the elamentary school, sofls=saxt 4o -

‘- The pollution extended from the Unifirat:.
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Problem?

ships its wastes, inciuding junk batteries.
LYNDONVILLE DUMP (DARLING
HILL), LYNDONVILLE: Contains metal
hydroxide sludges, solvents, paint sludges,
reactives, corrosives, ignitable wastes and
spent cyanide solutions which it is feared
are contaminating the town water supply.
TANSISTOR ELECTRONICS, BENN-
INGTON: Solvents and acids (approx-
Imately 2,000 gallons) were dumped here.
Excess leaded walter, estimated at greater
than 5 parts lead per milllon, was discharg-
ed into a ground area where from time to
time 20}l was removed. Tanialum,
moderately tozic by inhalation, and other

- chemicals toxic to the circulation system,

were also dumped here. Enforcement ac-
tion is planned by the Ageuncy by
September.

VERMONT AIR NATIONAL GUARD,

BURLINGTON: Waste jet fuel was dispos-
od of here over a long period of time and a
fire training plt located here is being
moaltored for hazardous waste contamina-
tion of the environment. After a
preliminary assessment by the agency, fus-
ther action was recommended. Federal of-
fictals are currently monitoring and coilec-
ting samples here and making plans for
remedial action through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense,

CATAMOUNT DYERS, BENNINGTON:
A bankrupt company, Catamount has been
ordered to remove on-site wastes of
pumerous kinds used in the dyeing process.
A notlee of violation has been served, but
legal action is In question because of the
bankruptcy. Anne Whitely issued an order
for the Environmental Agency 1o the
trustee of the bankruptey ordering removal
of hazardous waste. In return, the company
ftied a notice of intent to abandon saying
the plant has no worth. Drums have split
open inside the buiiding and pose a hazar-
dous waste danger, according o the stale.
The state has opposed the company's intent
to abandon. E

The tollowing are controlled sites which
are being cleaned up or have been cleaned
up, or sites which the state is monitoring:

AGRICO FARM CENTER, BRAD-
PFORD: Approximately 100 lbs. of fertilizer
with pesticide.

BROWNING FERRIS INDUSTRIES'
*LANDFILL, ROCKINGHAM: Contains |

olls, coolants, solvents, and plating waste
sludge. Currently being monitored by the
Environmental Agency's Seolld Waste
Management Program.

BURLINGTON LANDFILL, BURL-
INGTON: Contains mixed municipal
refuse, solvents, plating waste sludge. The
attorney general’s office, following a
recommendation by former Environmen-
tal Secretary Brendan Whittaker, flled
MMM.M’ Ll )
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But the situation Is far from resolved.
Earlier thisa month, Gov. Madelelne M.
Kunin asked the attorney general’s oftice lo
renegotiate an agreement' between the
state and Unifirst signed by the previou:
administration In early January. -

Kunin wania Unlfirst to pay & settlement
larger than the $91,500 previously agreed ta
to ensure the construction or rehabilitation
-of the municipal water supply. ‘

Attorney General Jelirey Amestoy also
was asked to negotiate an agreement under .
which groundwater contamination from
the Unifirst site would be corrected, and
contaminated sol) from the Unifirst proper-
ty and sludge from the Williamstown
Wastewater Treatment Plant would be
removed and properly disposed of.

Kunin has threatened to ask the EPA to
bring sult against Unifirst if the state is-
unable to reach an agreement with the
company. ) Coe

THE PARKER LANDFILL, LYNDON:
Water quality samples conducted as part of
ongoing monitoring of Rarker Landfili
showed potential carcinogens and toxic
chemical contamination of groundwater

ty of the landfill. Further tests showed

referred to as chlorinated hydrocarbons in
nearby stream samplings and onto the land
below.

stream which flowed through the landfiil
had to be siaughtered earlier this month
becauss they contained high levels of
trichioroethene. .

suspicious last year when his fiock had &
higher than average lambing loss; one
lamb was born deformed and an otherwise
bealthy ram was found dead. .
Volatile organic compounds were
detected in water samples collected above

Thompson's property.
The Passumpsic River is threatened with

other dangerous chemicals which are seep-
Passumpsic has already occurred.

Ing devices were installed in the brook

emptles into the Passumpsie River,

Himits to 2,791 parts per billion.

became concerned about a pit of green i-’
quid near which children had played. At a
pubtic meeting in September, State Alr and
Solid Waste Director Richard Valentinett!
told residents the site probably pased no
pollution problems, although tests con-
ducted by the Environmental Agency taken

TCE and other contaminants. -
ORLEANS DIVISION OF ETHAN
ALLEN INC., ORLEANS: The Orleam

Senningtan

Globe Union, lnoa Controls
o Benaington

s

Un’o.' Corbide
Burgass Brothers Site
Woodford

srmwesten it

Actual or Potential
Hazardous Waste Sites

Map by Sam Trudet

' [ wWaste Bianagemeni Frogram for methane

gas and other contaminant seepage. When
pew Environmental Secretlary, Leonard
Wlisop came into oftice, Burlington Mayor

kept open for three to tive years. Wilson
agreed to the suggestion with the sifpuls-
tion that there be greater control of the

- with soil to stop inflitration into the Inter-
" eale, s section of Burllngton. - =

* an interceptor diteh bullt between the land-
till and the Intervals and that the leeched
materiat would have to be disposed of st the
.city sewage treatment plant. A bond vote

for the work was parrowly defeated by

. voters in March. There is no reference o
the bond issue in the atate's stipulation. It

and the bullding of an luterceptor ditch by
October, 1835, according to Valentinettl.

“ GENERAL ELECTRIC €O, BURL-

and surface water in the immediate vicinl- . “thas 9,000 cubtt feet (550 galions) per month’

trace amounts of chemicals commonly

- disposed of on a four-acrs ares at the plant - -
. from 1953101979, - L :

Low levels of contaminants were found in :
three of 11 private wells tested Oct. 1, 1984. .
Sheep which had been drinking from a .

Dr. Lioyd Thompson, owuer of the sheep'
.and the town bealth officer,  became .

and below the stream Oowing .through -

contamination (rom trichloroethene and .

Ing out of the landiiil. Contamination of two -
private water supplies on route, to the . 40-acre site contains coal tar sludge and:

An investigation of the extent of con-
tamination is ongoing. Twenty-flve sampl.’
which flows through the landflll to where it | nector over 11 acres of the landfill, An EPA

Samples of trichloroethene (TCE) in these
samples ranged from below detection

The testing occurred after two residents .

the previous spring showed high levels of °

furniture production company, reported

of stains, lacquers, glues, solvents and
other waste-finlshing materials were .

" No one knows If it and the Pine Street Canal
. slte are the worst sltes in the state because

there has never been a statewlde survey of
hazardous waste sites, Without such a
survey no one knows the extent of pollution

_of Vermont's land, water and air. This site

After 1979, the company sent its wmuui < * contains olls, solvents, paint sludges, heat

. the Barton sanitary land(ill. ita tirst hazar- ..

dous waste shipment {o a certlfied disposal * -
site did not occur until June, 1882 C
Environmental Agency officiais said the
plant’'s owners have cooperated In.
evaluating and monitoring the on-slte tand- -
fil} to determins potential remedial actions.
The land(tl] is located in 8 marahy area .
abut 800 feet trom the Barton River and ad-

- jacent to the company softball tield. It is -

not fenced off. Some crushed drums . are | -
visible, Surface water flows through the ' .
site into the wetland beyond. * ~ o
The site is being carefully monitored for.
potentlal envirornnental and health

" hazards and remedial action will be taken : =’

If the agency determines that hazardous '~
wastes from the landtlll could migrate to
theBartonRlver. - |~ . -
PINE STREET CANAL, BURL- .
INGTON: Ontbe EPA’s Supertund list, this  ©

other problem wastes. £t Ls being monitored . -
by the Vermont Agency of Tranaportation
which wants to bulld the 1-89 southern con- .

grant of about $750,000 was received for ex- -
cavation of the Maltex Pond which is near-,
ly pure coal tar, according to Anne Whitely, -
an attorney working with the Environmen- .
tal Agency. The agency says it may cost as'
much as §1 milllon to clean this site and It .
expocts to seek reimbursement, at least in -
part, -from Green Mountain Power Co.,: .

whose old coal gasitication plant is con- . .°
" sidered responsible for much of the eul -

tar. B

SPRINGPIELD LANDFILL, SPR-
INGFIELD: Chemicals dumped at the Spr-
Ingtleld landfill are considered dangerous.
enough that the site was also listed on the °
federal Environmental Protection Ag’
cy's list of national hazardous waste 5.

mi:ls“ng salts, plating and etching wastes,
acids. No_Superfund money has 'been
released thus far. EPA says 1€ will sue

- potentially respousible parties who

dumped here for cleanup expenses.

MITEC SYSTEMS CORP., WILLISTON:
The Vermont Atturney General's Office
threatened to sue Mitec, a manufacturer of
microwave poreats, for discharging
hazardous wastes containing cyanide com-
pounds and toxic cadmium, chromium, and
pickel into a lagoon located oo the property
from 1979 Lo 1983, '

The state is currently testing elfluent
{rom the lagoon to determine if it is car-
cinogenic. The atiorney general has taken
the electronics manufacturer to court o
{orce cieanup of the lagoons and the sult is
set for trial in April. But the company, after

a slow start, has begun to cooperate in the '

clean-up, according to Wright.
" GAS CQ. OF VERMONT, BARRE: This
problem company s belng sued for storing

" 135,000 gallons of coal tar sludge for almost
30 years. in lwo vats located near the:
* Stevens branch of the Winooskl River in

Barve. . . .o
" Accordlng to Wright, the state suc.
cessfully negotiated the remaval of the buik

. of the coal tar. But the state wanted the
. ‘company to build a trench to stop remain-

Ing hazardous wastes from leaching Into
the ground. When it refused, the stato

declded to build the trench Itseil and sue to -

retrieve its expenses. . .
Atter a slow start, the company agreed to
work on a resojution with the Atlorney

‘General’s Office and last week signed an

agreement one day before the case was
scheduled to be heard in court.

' BURGESS BROTHERS SITE, WOOD-
FPORD, NEAR BENNINGTON: Unlon Car-
bide used the Burgess Brothers sandpit In

‘Woodlord as a landfil

town and may be atfecting water supplies. -

" Twenty-thres milllon pounds of waste
! contalning small amounts of toxic and in -,

some cases potentially carcinogenic com:

pounds was disposed here by Unlon Car- -
" bide from 1971-1976. The waste cont:lns .
605,000 pounds of heavy mnetals, including
sodium and potassium hydroxides, 109,000

* pounds of ginc, 63,000 pounds of organic

solvents such as - trichloroethene, -
_tetrachloroothens and - xylene, 42,000 -
pounds of manganese dioxide, 12,006
pounds of ammonla chioride, as well as -
mercury, glnk chloride, lead, nickel, nickel ™

chloride and lubricating oils. o
Moye sald Union Carbide has hired a con-

sultant and bas made a proposal to cleanup
the landtill. The proposal Is currently .
undergolng revision between company and -

state oftictals.

violation was (lied with the Agency of En-

sought legal action to force compilance. -
CHAMPLAIN CABLE CORP., OOl»

CHRSTER: Stored.chlorinated solvents,
freon, and approximately 000.gallons of -
flammabié solvents are being evaluated. A
preliminary aasessmont has been cob-
ducted and further actlon is scheduled in

the spring.

GEORGIA PACIFIC CORP., GILMAN:
Approximately 3,300 gallons of solveats
.were dumped hers. The site has not yet
been' evaluated for hazards, but it s

beduled {for
September. .

GLOBE UNION, JOHNSON CONTROLS, -

BENNINGTON: This company I8 belng

evaluated for lead, all and spill cleauup -

the 19%0s.
Now, effiuent contalning dangerous -

- chemicals is feared by state officlals to be -

. coataminating the brook that runs through .-,

SAFETY CLEAN, BARRE: This com-
pany processes solvents and caustic.
materiais generated by other Vermont .
companies and has iacked certain permits,
particularly a permit to store bazardous.'-

waste until it can be treated. A notice of ",'UNION CARBIDE CORP., BENN'

vironmental Conservation and the state has-

ment prior tg '

INGTON: Probiem materials here »
plating waste sludge and other hazardo;
" wastes. GE has received a notice of viol
‘tlon from the Agency of Environmen
g‘morntlm for minor technical . viols-

‘"HOWE RICHARDS8ON SCALE CO,
RUTLAND: Solvents and heavy metal
sludges were dumped bere for decades
belore the company was sold and closed
.about four years ago. Little Is known about

the atatusof these hmrdml wastes, ;

i

stores about 4 mililon- pounds of
soproprynol, freeon, diethalene, heavy
" metals and flourides, along with about 3,500
galions of various solvents oa site. There Is
a groundwater contamination problem
" here which the state bas been monitoring

~ ~»(mml. ESSEX JUNCTION: Treats and/or

. for a number of years. Cootaminated water
" isbeing withdrawn and treated. o

RATHE\ LANDFILL, COLCHESTER:
ore thar 7,000 gallons of chlorinated
solvents, cpnsidered potential carcinogens,
. and heavy/ metals have been dumped here.
This site will be assessed by the Hazardous

. Materigls Management Program and s be-
. Ing menitored by the Solid Waste Mana,

ot Program of the Agency. Lo

INGTON and ST. ALBANS: Produces more
than 500,000 kilograms of hazardous
.+ wastes, Including plating waste sludge and
 lithium-contalning bi-products. Union Cer-
- bide shipped 1,560 gallons of solvents, in-
cluding trichloroethylene, lithlum and lead
hatterles, lead-contaminated materials,

; oxidizers, corrosives, paint sludges, snd

aludges containing toxic organics and

‘" heavy metals in 1983. Previously, Union

‘Carbide dumped some of its harardous
- -wastes at the Burgess Landflll.
VERMONT LOG BUILDINGS,

. HABTLAND: Flve porcent pen-

tachlorophenol (considered a possible car-
cinogenic) and sawdust sludge is atored

‘ bere. The Department of Agriculture s
monitoring the site.

YMD

Bernard Sanders asked that the dump be.
_ landflll. The City came to the Agency with a

$1.2 million proposal to cover the lanfill -

. The Agency said the landtill also needed’

demands a schedule of closing the landfill‘

Divison of Ethan Allen Inc., a household

debris located on site. The company now

A





